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Wollondilly Resilience Network (WReN) Inc.  2019-2020 Annual Report 

WReN has commenced to increase its involvement after a years’ hiatus.  This year has emphasised 
the importance of a resilient community given the challenges and events that have impacted both 
Wollondilly and other communities with drought, extreme heat events, fire, storm, and then COVID-
19. Many of our committee has also been directly impacted through preparation for impending fire 
and participation with the RFS. 

COVID-19 has had a significant impact with planned activities postponed and refiguring 
communication to digital along with the rest of the country. This truly has indicated the need for 
resilience in all areas which will guide our plans and seeking suitable funding for projects, as well as 
working collaboratively with organisations with similar community focus.   

WReN activities during 2019/20 

• Regular meetings of the committee either face to face or via Zoom. 

• Participation in Sydney Alliance including two committee members undertaking two day 
training in community organising, participation in Voice for Power project and partnering 
with Sydney Community Forum for grant funding. WReN is also a founding member and co-
Chair of the newly formed Camden-Wollondilly Network supported by Sydney Alliance which 
brings together a range of civil society organisations in the Camden and Wollondilly areas.  

• WReN is able to participate in Sydney Alliance through our membership of Sydney 
Community Forum. Thank you to all at Sydney Community Forum, particularly Asha and 
Nirmal, for your support during the year. 

• WReN is a community member of the Wollondilly Shire Council Local Recovery and 
Resilience Committee and attended regular meetings of this committee from its 
reconstitution in December 2019.  

• We commenced a Catalyst! program and held our first session on 18 February 20 at Picton 
Uniting Church to consult over issues that affect Wollondilly and to help determine future 
direction. Unfortunately, our plans for future events were interrupted by COVID-19. But we 
did hold a Catalyst! Q&A on starting a vegie garden using Zoom in May. Thank you to Paul 
Channell for joining the panel. 

• WReN continues to input into the consultative process for Wollondilly Council by lodging 
submissions on various strategies with input from WReN members and supporters. The most 
significant one in 2019/20 was the Wollondilly 2040: Draft Local Strategic Planning 
Statement. 

Various planned face to face activities were postponed in 2019/20 due to COVID-19 
including a proposed Permaculture Workshop. 

The WReN committee thanks all our members and friends for their support during the year. 
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Events held during 2018/19  

• Catalyst! - 18 February 2020 

• Catalyst! Q & A Starting a vegie garden – 20 May 2020 

Submissions made 

• Wollondilly 2040: Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement (31/10/2019) 

• Wollondilly Shire Council – Draft Community Participation Plan (21/10/2019) 

The Committee 

The Committee elected at the 2018 AGM comprised: 

• Sue Mossman – Convenor & Public Officer 
• Catherine Stuart – Secretary & Treasurer 
• Melissa Matters – Deputy Convenor 
• Maxine Milton  
• Dianne Pittman 
• Roswitha Giersch 
• Eva Krattli 

Committee meetings were held on the following dates: 

• 15 October 2019 
• 12 December 2019 
• 21 January 2020 
• 17 March 2020 
• 21 April 2020 
• 12 May 2020 
• 23 June 2020 
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