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Committee Report for the year ending 30 June 2019 

Convenor’s Report  

This has been a year of observing the political environment, the politicians and how 
they prevaricate over what they think and do over climate change. 

The outcome of the Federal and State Elections has also reduced any plans for 
action to little or no action at all. 

The Committee has continued to meet and send bulletins to members to keep them 
up to date with local events.  WREN has also joined the Sydney Alliance in order to 
learn the art of action 

Wren continued to place submissions to advocate for person centred communities 
and have commented on State and Local Government plans including: 

• Supporting the proposed extension of SEPP 70 (Affordable Housing) to 
Wollondilly and Wingecarribee Shires 

• Proposed Special Infrastucture Contribuion for the new town at Wilton   

This is a big issue that will affect communities ongoing if short-sighted planning and 
design of greenfield urban spaces is allowed to occur focusing on greed and 
investor/developer profits without adequate infrastructure to meet the social, cultural, 
transport and physical needs of the community.   

A positive highlight was the Community Talk with our friend Joan Robinson who 
previously visited to present a talk on Transition Towns and the work they do in 
Penrith UK.   In January, Joan spoke about additional projects converting public 
places into beautiful edible gardens for everyone to enjoy.  

Her main presentation on The Magic of Soils took us into the concerning damage to 
soils across the world and the implications for our planet. 

Thank you to the other members of the committee who have continued to carry the 
torch and look for new areas to make an impact. 

I can but hope that 2020 will bring renewed energy and vigour within WREN and the 
community generally to get involved and stir up action for our children, the 
community and our diverse ecosystems.  

 

Sue Mossman 

19.11.2019 
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Events held during 2018/19  

• Dinner ‘N Discuss - December 2018 

Topic: ‘What is the future of community living in Wollondilly? 

• The Magic of the Soils – January 2019 

Presenter: Joan Robinson (UK) 

Plans in progress: a 2-day permaculture workshop to be held in 2020 

The Committee 

The Committee elected at the 2018 AGM comprised: 

• Sue Mossman – Convenor & Public Officer 
• Catherine Stuart – Secretary 
• Maxine Milton – Treasurer 
• Melissa Matters – Deputy Convenor 
• Dianne Pittman 
• Roswitha Giersch 

Committee meetings were held on the following dates: 

• 4 August 2018 
• 30 October 2018 
• 11 December 2018 
• 19 March 2019 
• 25 June 2019 

About WReN 

WReN is a not for profit incorporated association based in the Wollondilly Shire, 
in the rural fringe of South Western Sydney. WReN’s beginnings go back to 2012 
when local community members decided to set up an organisation to advocate on 
environmental and sustainable living issues and trial a food hub as one of its first 
major projects. With help from Wollondilly Shire Council, WReN was formally 
established in 2014 and held its first Annual General Meeting in November 2015.  

WReN’s vision 

WReN’s vision is to raise awareness of practices that support a strong and 
resilient community adopting local solutions to achieve environmental and 
personal wellbeing. WReN provides leadership to foster care of the planet, care of 
the people and fair share through a range of strategies such as: 

• community initiatives 
• facilitating networking between organisations 
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• demonstrating and modelling sustainable systems for living, housing, energy, 
waste management, resource recovery and food production  

• identifying, utilizing and sharing the expertise of community members 
• acting as an advocate for environmental and sustainability issues to council 

and other government and non-government agencies 
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