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About WReN 
WReN is a not for profit incorporated association based in the Wollondilly Shire, 
in the rural fringe of South Western Sydney. WReN’s beginnings go back to 
2012 when local community members decided to set up an organisation to 
advocate on environmental and sustainable living issues and trial a food hub as 
one of its first major projects. With help from Wollondilly Shire Council, WReN 
was formally established in 2014 and held its first Annual General Meeting in 
November 2015.  

WReN’s vision 
WReN’s vision is to raise awareness of practices that support a strong and 
resilient community adopting local solutions to achieve environmental and 
personal wellbeing. WReN provides leadership to foster care of the planet, 
care of the people and fair share through a range of strategies such as: 

• community initiatives 
• facilitating networking between organisations 
• demonstrating and modelling sustainable systems for living, housing, 

energy, waste management, resource recovery and food production  
• identifying, utilizing and sharing the expertise of community members 
• acting as an advocate for environmental and sustainability issues to 

council and other government and non-government agencies 

Achievements 2017/18 
In 2017/18 WReN committee decided to slow down and reflect on the activities 
of WReN. A particular question was whether as an organisation powered by 
volunteers we are making the best use of our energy and resources.  Another 
question was whether workshops are still the best way to spread the word on 
sustainable living practices. During 2017/18 the organisers of the bi-monthly 
Food Hub also pondered similar questions about the operation of the Food Hub. 
 
After much discussion and soul searching, we took the decision to operate in a 
more relaxed way for the next twelve months. This means: 

• The Fairy Wren team will have a well-earned 12 month break from orders 
and distributions, with the intention of reconsidering the project after that 
time. 

• We will continue our important advocacy work. 
• We will continue to support our members and others in 

running occasional public workshops and talks on a sustainability theme. 
• We will hold 6 open committee meetings each year (in accordance with 

our constitution), possibly in a less formal setting. 
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Financial performance 
 
See the separate financial report. 
 
Events held during 2017/18 
 
We held 5 events during 2017/18: 

• Bee Plastic Free Workshop – April 2018 
• Kombucha Workshop – November 2018 
• 2017 AGM – August 2017 
• Symphony of the Soil film screening at Warragamba* – August 2017 
• Symphony of the Soil film screening at Picton* – July 2017 

 
*Assisted by Wollondilly Shire Council Community Grant 

 
Fairy Wren Food Hub  
 

The Fairy Wren Food Hub continued as a major project of WReN during 
2017/18 with Wollondilly Shire Council continuing to provide free use of the 
facilities at the Wollondilly Community Nursery, Picton for distribution days.  
 
Fairy Wren Food Hub distribution days were held at the Wollondilly Community 
Nursery, Wonga Road, Picton every second month during the year. The final 
distribution was held in June 2018.   
 
The Committee 
 
The Committee elected at the 2017 AGM comprised: 
 

• Catherine Stuart - Convenor 
• Melissa Matters - Secretary 
• Maxine Milton –Treasurer 
• Dianne Pittman – Deputy Convenor 
• Sue Mossman – Public Officer 
• Roswitha Giersch  
• Eva Krattli 
• Lizzie Buscaino 

 
Committee meetings were held on the first Tuesday of the month in December 
2017 and February, April and June 2018. We continued to hold a dedicated 
events meeting open to all WReN members on the first Tuesday of the non-
committee meeting months. The May 2018 open meeting was dedicated to a 
discussion about the future of WReN. 
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