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Wollondilly Resilience Network (WReN) Inc. 
Incorporation Number: 1401584 

ABN: 37904583529 
 

Committee Report for 2016/17 
 
 
About WReN 
 
WReN is a not for profit incorporated association based in the Wollondilly 
Shire, in the rural fringe of South Western Sydney. WReN’s beginnings go 
back to 2012 when local community members decided to set up an organisation 
to advocate on environmental and sustainable living issues and trial a food hub 
as one of its first major projects. With help from Wollondilly Shire Council, 
WReN was formally established in 2014 and held its first Annual General 
Meeting in November 2015.  
 
WReN’s vision 
 
WReN’s vision is to raise awareness of practices that support a strong and 
resilient community adopting local solutions to achieve environmental and 
personal wellbeing. WReN provides leadership to foster care of the planet, 
care of the people and fair share through a range of strategies such as: 

• community initiatives 

• facilitating networking between organisations 

• demonstrating and modelling sustainable systems for living, housing, 
energy, waste management, resource recovery and food production  

• identifying, utilizing and sharing the expertise of community members 

• acting as an advocate for environmental and sustainability issues to 
council and other government and non-government agencies 

 
Achievements 2016/17 
 
2016/17 was another busy year as WReN continued to ‘find its feet’ as a formal 
organisation. In addition to holding thirteen events (five more than in 2016/17) 
and six Fairy Wren Food Hub distribution days, we found time to work on some 
important ‘backroom’ projects such as updates to the Constitution and 
introducing more streamlined membership processes.  
 
Like last year, everything we did was powered by volunteers and Committee 
members. We heartily thank all the members of WReN and community 
members more broadly who supported and encouraged us so strongly during 
the year. 
 
A highlight of the 2016/17 was WReN’s foray into planning advocacy. A talk by 
Wollondilly Shire Council’s Ally Dench in September 2016 alerted us to the 
planning process being undertaken by the Greater Sydney Commission and 
how it will potentially affect the Wollondilly area. As a result, WReN submitted 
comments on the Draft South West District Plan, including the proposed Wilton 
New Town development, to the Greater Sydney Commission and held several 
follow up sessions on planning and sustainability topics. In June 2017, 
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representatives of WReN also met with the Mayor and senior staff from 
Wollondilly Shire Council to discuss our concerns for the Wilton New Town 
development in more detail.   
 
Another achievement of 2016/17 was the further development of our workshop 
program. We again had the benefit of funding from Wollondilly Shire Council 
which enabled us to try out workshops on backyard quail keeping and creating 
useful objects from recycled timber. Both workshops were strongly attended 
and WReN valued the opportunity work with Little Piccolo Farm at Thirlmere 
and Urban Waste Creations respectively to bring these events to the Wollondilly 
community.  
 
Assistance from Wollondilly Shire Council also made it possible to develop and 
run the innovative Deconstruct Reconstruct workshop. This two day workshop 
featuring instruction by well known artists trained participants in the art of nuno 
felting and how to incorporate its techniques in recycled fashion.  

 
Partnerships 
WReN continued to build its links with local organisations during 2016/17. We 
were delighted to host Paula Zrilic and colleagues from Our Community Pantry 
at our end of year gathering to talk about the community pantry established with 
the support of Community Links Wollondilly. We also established new networks 
at Warragamba with the aim of holding a screening of Symphony of the Soil 
there in early 2017/18.    

 
Grants 
In August 2016 we heard that we had been successful in two submissions for 
Wollondilly Shire Council Community Grants. These enabled us to hold a 
community film screening of Symphony of the Soil (with two further screenings 
planned for early 2017/18) as well as four workshops focusing on sustainable 
lifeskills.  
 
We were unsuccessful for a grant under the Community Arts Support Program 
to hold our innovative two day Deconstruct Reconstruct workshop. Ultimately 
we held this workshop with the assistance of Wollondilly Shire Council 
Community Grants. 
 
Financial performance 
 
See the separate financial report. 
 
Events held during 2016/17 
 
We held a total of 13 events during 2016/17: 

• 6 workshops 

• 2 consultations 

• 2 discussions 

• 1 community film screening 

• 1 AGM event 

• 1 end of year social gathering 
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The positive feedback from our 2016/17 events suggests they were extremely 
successful in either promoting practical, sustainable living skills or highlighting 
environmental or sustainability issues. A detailed list of events is set out below. 

 
 
Date Event Location Presenter Attendees 

3/9/2016 Workshop – Cheese 
Making 

Picton Sue Mossman 
(WReN) 

16 

14/9/2016 Discussion - Sydney 
Peri-Urban Network 

Picton Ally Dench, 
Wollondilly 
Shire Council 

20 

15/10/2016 AGM & 
Transformation Trade 
Day 

Picton N/A 7 

30/11/2016 Consultation – Draft 
Medium Density 
Guidelines 

Picton Sue Mossman 
(WReN) 

9 

10/12/2016 End of Year 
Gathering 

Picton WReN/ Paula 
Zrilic, Our 
Community 
Pantry 

10 

25/2/2017 Workshop - 
Kombucha 

Appin Monica 
Dickey 
(WReN) 

14 

11/3/2017 Film – Symphony of 
the Soil* 

Bargo Catherine 
Stuart 
(WReN) 

17 

14/3/2017 Consultation – Draft 
South West District 
Plan 

Picton Catherine 
Stuart 
(WReN) 

6 

6/5/2017 Workshop – 
Upcycling Wooden 
Pallets* 

Picton  Urban Waste 
Creations 

11 

7/5/2017 Workshop – 
Introduction to 
Backyard Quail 
Keeping* 

Thirlmere Lizzie 
Buscaino, 
Piccolo Farm 

18 

3/6/2017 Workshop – 
Upcycling Wooden 
Pallets* 

Picton  Urban Waste 
Creations 

9 

16/6/2017 Workshop – 
Deconstruct 
Reconstruct* 

Bargo Bronwyn 
Hunter & 
Elizabeth 
Bowe 

10 

29/6/2017 Discussion – Making 
Your (Environmental) 
Comments Count 

Picton Jessica 
Dominguez 

9 

*Assisted by Wollondilly Shire Council Community Grant 
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Fairy Wren Food Hub  
 
The Fairy Wren Food Hub continued as a major project of WReN during 
2016/17 with Wollondilly Shire Council continuing to provide free use of the 
facilities at the Wollondilly Community Nursery, Picton for distribution days.  
 
Fairy Wren Food Hub distribution days were held at the Wollondilly Community 
Nursery, Wonga Road, Picton every second month during the year on the 
following dates: 
 

• 27 August 2016 • 25 February 2017 

• 29 October 2016 • 29 April 2017 

• 3 December 2016 • 24 June 2017 
 
All WReN members receive a 5% discount on purchases from the Food Hub 
with Fairy Wren volunteers receiving a 10% or 15% discount. Volunteer roles 
include collecting orders from suppliers in Sydney and around Wollondilly, 
processing orders and maintaining the online shop, coordinating volunteers, 
setting up and packing up at distribution days, weighing out bulk products, 
entertaining children, and processing face-to-face sales. 

 
The Fairy Wren Food Hub continues to supply the community with organic 
and local foods. Suppliers during the year included local producers, Ambrosia 
Olives from Silverdale, Cedar Creek Orchard from Thirlmere and  Fergusson’s 
Honey from Lakesland. Other suppliers were Austral Herbs, High Trees Estate 
coffee plantation, Honest to Goodness, Spiral Foods and Nature Pacific, 
suppliers of organic coconut products. 

 
The sales through the online shop have stabilised this year with over $16,000 
in gross sales from over 200 orders and 23 new customers.  

 
The Committee 
 
The Committee elected at the 2016 AGM comprised: 
 

• Catherine Stuart - Convenor 

• Melissa Matters - Secretary 

• Maxine Milton –Treasurer 

• Dianne Pittman – Deputy Convenor 

• Sue Mossman – Public Officer 

• Roswitha Giersch  

 
Committee meetings were held on the first Tuesday of the month in December 
2016 and February, April and June 2017. We continued to hold a dedicated 
events meeting open to all WReN members on the first Tuesday of the non-
committee meeting months.  
 
Constitution update 
A major project for the Committee during 2016/17 was reviewing the WReN 
Constitution to take account of changes introduced by the Associations 
Incorporation Regulation 2016. These changes were mostly about making it 

http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/sites/ftw/About_us/Have_your_say/Proposed_associations_incorporation_regulation_2016.page
http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/sites/ftw/About_us/Have_your_say/Proposed_associations_incorporation_regulation_2016.page
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easier for organisations such as WReN to use technology such as emails and 
Skype for meetings and Annual General Meetings. The Committee used the 
opportunity of the review to check the wording of the WReN vision and 
objectives and propose some minor changes to make them clearer.  
 
Information about the proposed updates to the Constitution was posted on the 
WReN website in April and circulated to members and friends by email and 
Facebook in the following months. The updated Constitution will be proposed 
for adoption at the 2017 Annual General Meeting scheduled for 22 August 
2017.  
 
Membership 
 
WReN had a membership of 57 people in 2016/17. Members receive a discount 
on WReN events and purchases made through the Fairy Wren Food Hub. Our 
members are critical to all aspects of WReN’s operations from providing feedback 
and suggestions through to assisting to organise and run events and keeping the 
Fairy Wren Food Hub operating.  
 
During 2016/17 we streamlined our membership processes. All new 
memberships and annual membership renewals are now supported by 
www.trybooking.com which makes it easier for us to keep track of member 
information. During 2016/17, WReN member Alison Gould assisted the 
Committee to investigate options for a standalone membership database. We are 
hopeful of being able to make further improvements in our membership systems 
during 2017/18.  
 
Directions for 2017/18 

 

Advocacy on Wilton New Town and other planning issues  
Although Wilton New Town is still in the early planning stages, we expect 
consultation opportunities to increase in 2017/18. If it proceeds, Wilton New 
Town will be the largest population centre in Wollondilly. WReN is committed 
to seeing a town that reflects best practice in sustainable living principles and 
benefits the whole of Wollondilly Shire.   

 

Events 
WReN now has a well-developed events calendar. During 2017/18 we will be 
looking for creative opportunities for promoting WReN’s objectives through our 
events. We also plan to broad the accessibility of our events to improve our reach 
across the community.    

 
 

 
 

http://www.trybooking.com/

